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Like a good number of other churches we have appointed a trainee youth minister.
We marked the beginning of his training with a service of commissioning.

We have come tonight to commission Martin as he embarks on the Oasis Youth
Ministry Course, a course which will involve three days a week of intensive study and
training over a period of two years, and which will also involve three days a week of
supervised work here in our church.

As we come to commission Martin, I wish to read four brief passages of Scripture and
to ask four questions, two of Martin, and two of the church:

Martin, the Apostle Paul said to Timothy: "Do your best to win full approval in
God's sight, as a worker who is not ashamed of his work, one who correctly teaches
the message of God's truth" (2 Tim 2.15) In the light of these words of Paul, do you
promise to do your best in your studies, remembering that ultimately you are
accountable to God? ["I do"]

Martin, the Lord Jesus said: "Whoever wishes to become great among you must be
your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the
Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for
many" (Mark 10.43-45). In the light of these words of Jesus, will you endeavour to
continue to model your leadership in this church on the pattern of the Servant-King?
["I will"]

Members and friends of the church, the Lord Jesus said to his disciples: "I give you a
new commandment: love one another" (John 13.34). In the light of these words of
Jesus will you show love for Martin and his wife Carita by praying for them, by
caring for them, and by encouraging them over these next two demanding years?
["We will"]

Member and friends of the church, writing of one of their young leaders the Apostle
Paul told the church at Philippi to "Receive him with joy, as a brother in the Lord.
Show respect to such people as he" (Phil 2,29). In the light of these words of Paul
will you in the coming days show respect to Martin as a special brother in the Lord,
supporting the leadership he will seek to give in his work amongst young people?
["We will"]

As we come to pray for Martin, let me read two further verses of Scripture.
Jesus said: "Take a good look at the fields; the crops are now ripe and ready to be
harvested" (John 4.35). The Apostle Paul said: "The Spirit that God has given us
does not make us timid; instead his Spirit fills us with power, love and self-control"
(2 Tim 1.6).

Prayers & laying-on-of-hands involving every member of the Youth Ministry Team
(Leader of Junior Church, Captains of the Boys & Girls Brigade etc).


